Trees and Shrubs for Wildlife



Requirement of
Wildlife/Backyard Habitat

Certification
Food

Water

Shelter

Places to raise young
Sustainable gardening practices



How do plants satisfy these requirements?



Food

Leaves- food for mammals, larval and
adult insects

Fruit- birds, mammals, insects

Flowers- nectar which attracts birds,
Insects and bats

Insects attracted by plant material in turn
attract other predator insects, birds,
mammals, reptiles and amphibians



Water

Plants are a part of the water cycle

The use of native plants in the landscape
alds Iin water conservation

Covering the soll with plant material and
mulch aids Iin soil moisture retention

Reduction of turf areas reduces the
thousands of gallons of water used
(monthly) to sustain turf grasses



Shelter

Mature trees provide spots for roosting among
branches and in cavities (if present)

Layers of vegetation provide choices for animals
to seek cover and roost

Hedgerows, Vines and Thickets provide places
to perch, hide, and roost

Prairies with different levels of grasses and forbs
provide shelter for birds and insects






Places to Raise Young

* Trees provide places for nesting and
occasionally cavities to rear young

* Dense vines provide nesting places

* Thickets and hedgerows provide places
for animals to rear their young, or the
young to rear themselves (reptiles insects)









Sustainable Gardening

Practices

e Planting natives reduces lawn areas

* Restoring native plants to urban (and
rural) areas

* Increases plant and animal biodiversity
which:

-reduces disease pressures and insect
pests while encouraging natural predators

-thus eliminating the need for chemical
pesticides



Toad Jacuzzi









Layers and Interconnectivity

 There are many layers to the habitat which
are all interconnected

* Plant selection will effect (to some extent)

what type of wildlife Is attracted to the
habitat

e Gardening/Wildscaping Is an experiment
we learn through observation






Trees

Average Height at maturity
Small under 15 feet
Medium 15 feet to 30 feet

Large 30 feet and up






Small
e Under 15 feet



Evergreen Sumac

Rhus virens



Average Size.
12 x 10









Texas Verticalis

Stenaspis
verticalis
INsignIs


















Can be used In
moist but well
drained areas

Deer typically do
not browse






























48 species of birds
eat the berries

Small mammals
will eat the berries

Deer eat twigs and
leaves

Insects consume
the flower nectar



Blooms In late summer






Often found
along fence lines

Germinates easily
from seed









Evergreen so great
for cover

Larval food for two
species of Elfin
Butterflies —
Henry’s and Grey









Orchid Tree

Bauhinia congesta



6 — 12 feet

Nectar Source
for
hummingbirds
and insects

Blooms In the
spring

Foliage has a
very soft look



Texas Redbud

Cercis canadensis var. texensis



Blooms in the Spring



Insects are attracted to the tree for the
nectar

Birds consume the seeds
The average height of this tree is 15-20
Great understory tree

Nice accent tree — try a West wall



Medium

e 15 feet to 30 feet












Can range from 12 feet to 25 feet



Red Bats roost In trees

Red Bat Walt Anderson



Eve’'s Necklace

Sophora affinis






Blooms in early
spring

Nectar source for
bubble bees

Seed pods persist
all year

Flowers give off
smokey smell

Average size 15-
30 feet






Great for erosion
control

Very drought
tolerant

Blooms Aprll
through
September
Hummingbirds
frequent



Flower color
varies

May range from
15-30 feet

You must train
If a single trunk
IS desired

Foliage allows
light through for
planting
underneath



Texas Persimmon
Diospyros texana

Shrubby to 35
feet

Mammals and
birds love the
fruit

The nectar
attract insects









Multl trunk
form

Bark peels to
reveal
smooth bark
beneath

Semi-
evergreen









Flameleaf Sumac

Rhus lanceolata



Fast growing
Thick forming

Sucker readily















Food

Nectar Bees
Butterflies and
other insects

Berries — Birds

Leaves — Larval
food (red banded
hairstreak)



Possumhaw
llex decidua

msucares.com



15 — 30 Feet

Berries enjoyed by
song birds and
game birds,
mammals
Including
opossums and
raccoons

The fruit color may
range from yellow
to orange during
ripening



Large

30 feet and above



Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa









Fruit

songbirds, ground birds, mammals
substrate-insectivorous birds,
rodents, and deer

Leaves

Horace's Duskywing larvae



Screech Owl

Eastern Screech Owl Ron Austing



Owlettes

http://www.exzooberance.com/virtual%20zoo/they%20fly/owl/Screech%20
Owl%2042044.jpg



Chinquapin Oak
Quercus muhlenberqii












Shrubs

* Not quite a tree, but too tall, bushy, rangy
or gangly to be a respectable perennial.



Elbow Bush, Herald of Spring, Desert Olive

Foresteria pubescens



Flowers only
on female
plants

4-9 Feet tall

Good nectar
source

birds and
mammals eat

the fruit

Deer will
browse the
leaves
























Food
Nectar
Larval

Fruit



Deciduous leaves but berries
persist through the winter
until the birds eat them all



Favorite food of the
Northern Bobwhite



Your beautyberry is so yummy!






A note on the
peace truce
between the
mockingbirds















Deer do not

typically
browse



Nectar — bees,
butterflies,
moths and
other insects

Berries-birds
and mammals

Leaves —
Larval food
source for
some
butterflies



Townsend’s
Solitaire

-Rare October
through April
Edwards Plateau



Slow growing

Leaves fragrant
when crushed















Prickly Pear

Opuntia engelmanni

Provides
Nectar
Fruit
Cover

Places to
raise
young






Western Ribbon Snake









Other Shrubs

Amorpha

Coralberry
Black Dalea
Dwarf Wax Myrtle

Fragrant Mimosa



Other Large Trees
Texas Ash

Bald Cypress — only in areas with year round
moisture

Escarpment Black Cherry

Cedar EIm

American Elm — riparian areas
Post Oak

Eastern Red Cedar —East of Austin

Sugar Hackberry



Other Medium Trees
Roughleaf Dogwood
Soapberry
Gum Bumelia
Yaupon Holly
Retama
Mexican Plum

Mexican Buckeye



Other Small Trees
Cherry Laurel
Carolina Buckthorn
Green Ash
Red Buckeye



Invasives to
avolid

Pyracantha
Vitex
Chinaberry

Nandina which produce
berries

Ligustrum
Chinese Tallow
Photinia

Tree of Heaven



